
Socially and Environmentally
Friendly Production of Biomass

Role of Roundtable on 
Sustainable Palm Oil 
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ISSUES



Source: World Resources Institute
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Borneo, Indonesia
Source: World Research Institute
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“There's been a very significant 
increase in land conflict since 
demand for palm oil shot up”

Jefri Gideon, Sawit Watch

Social Conflicts



Certification scheme

Roundtable on Sustainable Palm Oil 
(RSPO) 
Objective

To promote the growth and use of 
sustainable oil palm products through 
credible global standards and 
engagement of stakeholders.
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• Founded in 2003
• 353 Ordinary members

– Oil palm growers
– Retailers 
– Palm oil processors and/or traders
– Consumer goods manufacturers
– Banks and investors
– Environmental NGOs
– Social/developmental NGOs
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• RSPO is a multi-stakeholder initiative

– 7 ordinary membership categories

• Governance structure
– General Assembly
– Executive Board (max. 16 seats)
– Decision-making via consensus
– Secretariat in Kuala Lumpur, Jakarta in 2006

• Working groups
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1. Transparency
2. Legal Compliance

3. Economic
viability

4. Best Practices

5. Environmental
Responsibility

6. Responsibility
to  Community

7. Responsible
New Plantings

8. Continuous
Improvement
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• Demonstrable legal compliance

• Long term management plan
• Best practices at plantation and mill level

• Environmental management plan

• Zero burn practices
• Employee pay meets minimum standards

• Right to freedom of association and collective barg aining

• No child labour
• Since November 2005, new plantings did not replace primary forests or 

high conservation value areas
• Land rights issues have been solved (Free, Prior an d Informed Consent)

• Regular review of activities and action plans



Documents



From plantation to end user

Option 1: Identify Preserved
Option 2: Segregation

Option 3 : Mass Balance

Option 4 : Book & Claim
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Utz Certified

Utz Certified

Greenpalm

* www.utzcertified.org/palmoil www.greenpalm.org



Supply chain certification procedure

Verifies movement of oil through supply chain

Step-by-step documentation

Short-term: self-assessments
Long-term: third-party certification

Details: RSPO Supply Chain Certification 
Systems
See: www.rspo.org



Support 
Environment
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• Since November 2005, new plantings did not replace pr imary 

forests, peatland or high conservation value area

• Identification of High Conservation Value Areas

• Environmental impact assessment

• Minimize erosion and degradation of soils

• Waste recycling

• Use of renewable energy

• Reduction of polution

• Greenhouse Gas (in preparation)
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• HCVA: 
Identified, Managed and Maintained

But: 
• Capacity and Training have to to be

improved
• Lack of Consistency
• Should be applied to several scales:

– Concession to landscape level
• Independent peer revie

Landuse Management Plan 



Palm Oil on degraded land

• Increase Production without
developing peat soils and forested land
– Expansion on degraded land
– Yield intensification on existing land

(improvements are needed:
soil fertility, seed quality, training and 

agronomy management)

Project: WWF International



Engaging 
Smallholders
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3 Mio. Indonesia
150.000 Malaysia
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• Land use rights
• Compliance with the law

(customary rights)
• Minimise use of pesticides
• Regulations for

agrochemical use
• Training for smallholders
• Assessment of social

impacts
• Workers rights



Pilot project for palm oil 
smallholders and farm workers 
worldwide 

Global reach: South East Asia, West 
Africa and South America
Part of broader program that also 
addresses soy 
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� PPP of the Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
(40%) and co-funding partners (60%)

� Coordinated with the Task force on 
smallholders and national stakeholders

� Training 

� Support of Group Certification
� Investment, business and financing tools for 

producer

� Awareness raising
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Code of Conduct 

Every member 
supports, promotes 
and works towards 
the production, 
procurement and use 
of sustainable palm 
oil.
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� Integration of Greenhouse gas criteria

� Develop mechanism for smallholder
certification

� Improve governance and grievance
procedure

� Strengthen code of conduct
� Increase capacity to implement HCVA
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� Become member of  RSPO - now

� Made concrete time-bound commitments
� Fulfill Membership obligations
� Buy only palm oil with concrete GHG 

commitments
� Support concrete Projects – POPSI
� Banks: Screen clients
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Check your Oil!

Thank you


